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Primary Source Exercise

Directions: As a class we will dissect the primary source and will independently answer questions 1-4.  
"Our Plantation is Very Weak": Letter of Indentured Servant, Richard Frethorne, 1623
“LOVING AND KIND FATHER AND MOTHER: 

A mouthful of bread for a penny loaf must serve for four men which is most pitiful. [You would be grieved] if you did know as much as I [do], when people cry out day and night – Oh! That they were in England without their limbs – and would not care to lose any limb to be in England again, yea, though they beg from door to door. For we live in fear of the enemy every hour, yet we have had a combat with them … and we took two alive and made slaves of them. But it was by policy, for we are in great danger; for our plantation is very weak by reason of the death and sickness of our company….
And I have nothing to comfort me, nor is there nothing to be gotten here but sickness and death, except [in the event] that one had money to lay out in some things for profit. But I have nothing at all – no, not a shirt to my back but two rags (2), nor clothes but one poor suit, nor but one pair of shoes, but one pair of stockings, but one cap, [and] but two bands [collars].”

Thought Questions

1.   Identify the author of this primary source.
2.   What is the title of this primary source?
3.   In what year was this primary source written?
4.   Describe the life of the indentured servant as presented in this letter.

