Name: ___________________________________ Date: _____________________ Period: ________
Women’s Rights Movement

Directions: Read the background information on the Women’s Rights Movement and read the primary source: 

Declaration of Sentiments.  After you complete the reading, complete the 4 thought questions. 

Organized in 1848 by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, and Elizabeth and Mary Ann McClintock, the Seneca Falls Convention was the first women's rights convention in U.S. history. After considering the literature of the peace, abolition, and temperance movements, the women selected the U.S. Declaration of Independence as the model for the Declaration of Sentiments that they prepared for the convention. 

            On July 19-20, 1848, the convention convened at the Wesleyan Methodist chapel in Seneca Falls, New York. About 300 people attended the convention, which was chaired by Mott's husband James. Mott, Stanton, and the McClintocks spoke to the assembly. Finally, Stanton read the Declaration of Sentiments, which began, "When in the course of human events," and went on to declare that "men and women are created equal." The 18 grievances that followed included the lack of the vote, right to wages, and equal custody of children. After the assembly passed the declaration, they also adopted 12 resolutions calling for the right to vote, barely passed. By the end of the convention, 68 women and 32 men had signed the Declaration of Sentiments. 

            After the convention, the women faced a storm of criticism from the press. One editorial called the meeting "the most shocking and unnatural incident ever recorded in the history of womanity." The negative press caused many of the 100 people who had signed the declaration to withdraw their names. 

            Nevertheless, a second convention was held two weeks later at Rochester, New York. After 18 months, as news spread of the Seneca Falls Convention, preparations began for conventions in other states, including Massachusetts, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Indiana. With a program and leadership established, the women's movement in the United States had officially begun.
Declaration of Sentiments (Excerpts)
The birth of the woman suffrage movement is generally traced to the Seneca Falls Convention, held in Seneca Falls, New York on July 19-20, 1848. Called by Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and other prominent women, the delegates to the convention cleverly decided to model their declaration after the Declaration of Independence of 1776. The actual address was read to the convention's 240 delegates by Stanton. In addition to the Declaration of Sentiments, the Seneca Falls Convention adopted a number of resolutions proclaiming women's equality and demanding equal treatment. A number of these resolutions were premised on the idea that women were morally superior to men and that their participation in the public sphere would accordingly have an uplifting and refining influence on politics. The only resolution that was not adopted unanimously was the one advocating equal women's suffrage. 

            Whereas, the great precept of nature is conceded to be that "man shall pursue his own true and substantial happiness." Blackstone in his Commentaries remarks that this law of nature being coeval with mankind, and dictated by God himself, is of course superior in obligation to any other. It is binding over all the globe, in all countries and at all times; no human laws are of any validity if contrary to this, and such of them as are valid, derive all their force, and all their validity, and all their authority, immediately from this original; therefore: 

Resolved, that woman is man's equal intended to be so by the Creator, and the highest good of the race demands that she should be recognized as such. 

Resolved, that it is the duty of the women of this country to secure to themselves their sacred right to the elective franchise. 

Resolved, that the speedy success of our cause depends upon the zealous and untiring efforts of both men and women, for the overthrow of the monopoly of the pulpit, and for the securing to women an equal participation with men in the various trades, professions, and commerce. 

Resolved, therefore, that, being invested by the Creator with the same capabilities, and the same consciousness of responsibility for their exercise, it is demonstrably the right and duty of woman, equally with man, to promote every righteous cause by every righteous means
Thought Questions:

1. Identify 4 women that organized the Seneca Falls Convention.

2. What was presented to the people at the Seneca Falls Convention that women regarded as a similar document to the Declaration of Independence? 

3. What was the OVERALL purpose of this document?

4. Briefly describe the 4 resolutions in your own words.

Resolution 1:

Resolution 2:

Resolution 3:

Resolution 4:
