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Stono Rebellion

Directions: Read the following text and answer the thought questions at the end.  

In 1739, approximately 20 slaves in South Carolina developed a plan for escaping to freedom in Spanish-held Florida. This event, known as the Stono Rebellion, is the largest and bloodiest slave rebellion of colonial British North America.

The resistance of slaves to their condition assumed many forms. At times, a slave would strike a white overseer or other individual mistreating him. However, such actions led to severe punishments, including death. Slaves learned to hold their anger and frustration or to resist through other means. Slaves practiced many alternative forms of resistance to their plight, with sabotage or work slowdowns the most common choices. Barns mysteriously burned and animals disappeared from their pens. Many slaves yearned to escape and head south toward Spanish Florida, where freedom awaited them.

On September 9, 1739, approximately 20 slaves met near the Stono River in St. Paul's Parish. Many of these slaves were recent arrivals from Angola and were led by a man whose name has been definitively lost to history but reported as "Jemmy" or "Jonny." The group crossed the Stono Bridge, approximately 20 miles south of Charleston, and entered Hutchinson's Store where they stole weapons and gunpowder and murdered Robert Bathurst and Mr. Gibbes, who operated the establishment. The fugitives left the heads of both men on the front steps. They then entered the home of Mr. Godfrey and murdered him, his son, and daughter. Continuing southward, the fugitives arrived at Wallace's Tavern. The innkeeper, known to be benevolent to slaves, survived the encounter. However, the group murdered Mr. Lemy along with his wife and child before moving on and burning the home of Colonel Hext, whose overseer and his wife did not survive the incident. The fugitives burned the homes of three more families and killed the inhabitants as they continued south toward the Georgia border at the Savannah River. They approached the home of Thomas Rose, another man well known for this benevolence toward slaves. Rose's slaves hid him and his family to ensure their safety.

As the fugitives marched, they gathered those who willingly joined them and forced many others to accompany the group to prevent any from warning the white population. Reportedly, the fugitives raised a standard and acquired two drums to mark their advance. Many other white individuals who encountered the band were murdered. Lieutenant Governor William Bull and four other men were riding north toward Charleston when they encountered the fugitive group, which numbered approximately 50 individuals at this point. Bull and his companions managed to escape and rode to the south, warning the countryside. The fugitives continued their progress toward the Georgia border while increasing their numbers. By the afternoon, they halted near the Jacksonboro (Jacksonborough) ferry at the Edisto River.

Armed white citizens organized and rode to intercept the fugitives marching toward them. They found the group resting where they had stopped along the Edisto River. At least two of the fugitives fired upon their opposition, while others loaded weapons or turned to run. The armed white planters fired a volley killing or wounding approximately 14 individuals. Others surrendered, only to be shot after brief questioning. Some who persuaded the planters that they had been forced to join the fugitives were spared. Escaping fugitives were hunted and killed before the planters placed their heads on the mileposts along the road as a warning to other slaves.

The Stono Rebellion resulted in the deaths of approximately 75 black and white individuals. Fear and shock resulted in rumors of other supposed plots over the next few months. Many white planters moved their families to Charleston for safety while militia members increased patrols. Six months later, a slave tipped white settlers to another plot that resulted in trials for 67 slaves and the execution of 10. In the spring of 1740, the South Carolina Assembly passed a piece of legislation known as the Slave Codes. The document modified earlier codes that set rules of behavior for slaves and slave owners. Viewing Spanish Florida as an instigator of slave agitation in the colony, South Carolina authorized public funds, vessels, and men to accompany James Oglethorpe of Georgia for a punitive expedition against the Spanish. The operation failed and proved to be a waste of money. The legislature also placed a new importation tax on slaves, doubling their cost. Recent slaves arriving from Angola were seen as organizers of the Stono Rebellion and South Carolina wanted to reduce the numbers of these individuals who were seen as troublemakers. This plan succeeded and reduced the number of imported slaves during the 1740s to 1,562 from 12,589 brought into the colony between 1735 and 1740. In turn, the colony encouraged increased immigration from white settlers to ease the high percentage of slaves in South Carolina. This action failed to make a significant reduction in the percentage of slaves in the colony.
Thought Questions

1. Identify three ways in which slaves resisted their condition.

2. Explain in complete sentences, what the runaway slaves did as they moved down south.
3. Explain how the Stono Rebellion ended.

4.  Identify in complete sentences, the effects of the Stono Rebellion in the South.  (re-read the first and last paragraph)
